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LITTLE ALLAN CAME running into the kitchen to announce, “The
clouds are shining tonight!”

“What do you mean?” sniffed his older sister Marlene. “Clouds don't
shine. The sun does”

“Oh, but the clouds are shining right now, nice and pink,” Allan persisted.

Marlene muttered, “Sounds strange to me.”

“It’s sunset time,” Mother put in. “Sometimes in the evening when the
sun is behind the clouds, they seem to shine. Shall we go outside and have
a look?” So saying, she took Allan’s hand and they went out to the porch.
After a moment’s hesitation, Marlene followed them, though still looking
unconvinced.

The western sky was a panorama of pink. Itself not visible, the sun had
hidden behind a bank of fluffy clouds, and sure enough, light seemed to be
radiating from the clouds.

“This makes me think of the day when Jesus went up into a high
mountain with Peter, James, and John,” Mother murmured. “The Bible says
that a ‘bright cloud overshadowed them’—and then God spoke from that
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bright cloud, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him.”

Many years before, God also came to the children of Israel in a cloud.
What a special day that was! Not only was it the first day of the year, but it
was also the day when the wilderness tabernacle was completed.

We read about this day in Exodus 40. Down to the last detail, Moses
had followed the Lord’s instructions in assembling the tabernacle. The
incense had been burned, the candles lit, the offering consumed, the priests
washed and consecrated. Don’t you think the congregation watched with
bated breath to see whether the Lord would come to the dwelling they had
prepared for Him?

He came! The Shekinah cloud descended and covered the tabernacle!
Though God blessed it with His presence, we can’t help noticing the
differences between the Old Testament and the New. The cloud in Exodus
40 came to cover and hide; and Moses could not even enter the tabernacle
when the glory of the Lord was there.

Today, we are not barred from coming into the Father’s presence. Today,
we have a “new and living way” that gives us “boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19&20).

Today, the cloud is not dark and obscuring, but bright and revealing, for
Jesus Himself is the shining light of the Father’s presence—“and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14).
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